Benton Post 0019
P.O. Box 193
Benton, Arkansas 72018
                                                                                                                                                  Meeting Minutes October 14, 2025
The meeting was opened according to protocol by Commander Dallas Erdman at 1830.
Officers present: Commander Dallas Erdman,1st Vice Nick Rego,  Adjutant Mary Erdman, Acting Finance Officer Dallas Erdman, Chaplain, Larry Hopkins, Webmaster, baseball liaison, and Boys State chair, Chris Nalepa;  excused was Sgt-at-Arms, Danny Jones
1. Minutes: Minutes from September were emailed to all members. 
1. Guests & New Members:  Guest was ,Ann Clemmer, wife of member Jamie Clemmer. 
1. Sick Call/Post Everlasting: No members are known to be ill or have gone to Post Everlasting this past month.  Chaplain Larry Hopkins gave his monthly report. He hasn’t sent many cards but he did make contact with three hospital veterans with health problems. The chaplain’s wife Emily has been very ill and he said they need a ramp to go into the house since there are 14 steps leading to the house. Commander said he will follow up to see if our post could help get a ramp built. 
1.  Committee Reports:  Finance: 1.) A brief report was read. Commander said the books were being audited. A detailed report is available which includes the checking account and CDs. Any member can review the financial account whenever they wish.  Bill Sanders gave the auditors report. He said there were no discrepancies and there is one recommendation, that all office supplies be lumped together under one heading instead of listed separately Legislative: Mary encouraged members to subscribe to Action Alerts. Adjutant: 1.) Mary read a thank you letter from the Benton Fire Department thanking our post for its donation to the Firepup program that the fire department conducts for children. 2.) Wreaths Across America’s wreath laying will be December 13th. She said our post and auxiliary participated previously and would like for us to participate again this year 3.) She said she visited Benton middle school regarding the Drug Poster Contest and Benton High School regarding the Oratorical contest and the teachers she spoke with at both schools seemed eager to participate. Three volunteers will be needed to judge the Drug Posters. Judges will be: Chris Naledpa, Nick Rego and Bill Sanders. Date of the judging, for the Post and at the Department, yet to be determined Habitat for Humanity: no information at this time  Community Service: none scheduled Baseball & Boys State: Chris said Boy State letters will start going out in January. Nothing to report on baseball until closer to the season. Scouts:  Commander said he has had contact with a Scout Troop and our post will support an Eagle Scout  JROTC: Nick reported that he spent several hours serving dinner to JROTC members. He made a motion for our post to donate $200 for the JROTC Ball, Chris seconded the motion. Motion passed. Auxiliary: Unit President Mary Cagle1)  showed members one of the small flags on a white stand that the unit will be giving to the veterans in a local nursing home. She invited post members to join the unit and visit with the veterans at the home 2)  Mary also spoke about the veterans’ needs who are at the VA hospitals. She read off a list of items which included some clothing items and personal care items. Mary said the unit will be gathering these items and encouraged the post to donate some items also.
1. Unfinished Business: none 
1. New Business: 1.) Don White spoke about the possibility of having bingo as a fundraiser for our post. 2.) Victor Kerr, a Legionnaire and past VFW Department Commander, gave detailed information on the expenses involved in having bingo at a post. He also spoke about conducting a raffle as a fund raiser. 3.) Don suggested we concentrate our efforts on the spaghetti dinner and recommended that we do more advertising to have a better turnout. 4.) Ann Clemmer spoke about a program for veterans and possible involvement with Airbnb 5.) Bill Sanders, Chamber of Commerce representative, distributed flyers and gave information about a: A) free Veterans Appreciation Lunch on November 10th at the Benton Event Center B) Boy Scout Troop 99 is offering flag retirement. Old flags can be dropped off in a Flag Retirement Box at 607 Market St in Benton 6.) Commander announced that our post will host The American Legion National Commander on November 14th at 1000. He encouraged everyone to attend. The reception will take place at the Methodist Church Social Hall at 219 Market St. in Benton.  Donuts and coffee will be served.
1. Good of the Order: Next meeting is November 11, 2025.
The meeting was closed according to protocol by Commander Erdman                  
Meeting adjourned at 1930.                             
Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Erdman, Post 19 Adjutant 
NOTE: Our post website address is:   americanlegionbenton.org 
NOTE: Our meeting place is at the First United Methodist Church at 210 Market St in downtown Benton. Signs posted at entry. 



